
RELI310US.
Ceremonies, Sermons and Services In and

Around the Metropolis.

Spiritual Consolation and Spiritualist
Conversation.

politics, Popery and Protestantism
Diversely Treated.

Archbishop Spalding-, of Baltimore,
on the Troubles of the Pope.

The attendance at the several places of worship
yesterday was such as to gratify the preachers atul

pastors and speaks very favorably of the lntluence

of religion and the steady growth of piety and reli¬
gious tervor In the community. It might naturally
be thought that with the clearing away of the smoke
of political w arfare that the sermons would partake
more of genuluc ortho loxy and would be lacking
in sensationalism. To a great extent the discourses
delivered yestorday partake of these characteristics,
but a perusal of the sermons given to-day will show
that there Is no lack of subject matters of iuterest
on winch to dilate and Uiat there is uot much hesi¬

tancy on the part ot the preachers to niuke the best
use of the time and subjects.

NEW E.\(>Li.Y2> t»\'bMr..iTIO\AL CHiaill.

l£lo<iiient Sermon by Iter. Merrill Kichnrd-
non.True Kiionlf !go ol Hod Turns fear to
Joyous 'Trust.OIc.cn Nupcrslilions and
Modern Hliosis uiid Goblins Lending Ele¬
ments ol tbe I'ust atul Present Worship.
Whni True, Religion is.Protti-nuiuie ol" In¬
stallation ol ilie Pastor.
The brightly brilliant sunshine or yesterday, and

warm, balmy air, the dosing days of oar golden
autumu, Urivei out, no uoubt, a large attendance at
all tnc city churches; for when nature is In her most
smiling and brtlllan'. mood everybody is more closely
drawn to the w Hip of us great source and foun¬
tain bead; but i t an it i- Uiat the new church of
the New England Congregational church, corner ot
Madison avenue and i ortv-seveuth street, over
which Rev. Merrill Richardson Is pastor, was
filled to us uunost capacity. With the crowds
thronging to hear it eloquent mluister, who, for
soundly logical discourse and earnest and impress¬
ive delivery, stands amontr the loremost divines of
the day, the church edttice will soon prove wholly
lnadequato. lie is noi a pretentious preacher.airy,
pompous mid striving alter effect, lie is natural,
forcible, hits the nail on the head, aud this is the
secret of his eloquence and growing populurliy. The
subject yesterday was."A true knowledge of God
turns lear to joyous trust." in the brief limits of
a half column report it is impossible to do justice
to the discourse, lie uiked over an hour, talking
several columns. lit began in slow measured tones,
confluiug linuself to his written notes, but wurinlug
up witn his subject he discarded notes aud the con¬
fines of his pulpit, and In a -train of most impassioned
oratory electrillcd and held spellbound his large
audience.

THE SERMON.
T he text upon which the sermon was based was

Matthew, vL, 00."Be of good cheer; it Is 1; be not
afraid." This text, he began, was uttered by Christ
to Ills disciples wheu tlity were filled with fear. It
was a time of storm and darkness and peril. These
words of Christ reassured their confidence, strength¬
ened then faith. showed them In return they could
trust Htm. He first considered how full ol fear the
world has been. Fear wu-the principal element in Hie
olden tune. We call it superstition. It was a de¬
basing fear. The beneficent op rations of nature
have been deemed teachings of wrath. Fear bus its
proper place. There is the fear Of penalties, which
has a wholesome restraining eficct upon evil doers;
the magistrate, as says Ft. Paul, bears not the
sword lu vain over the pagan world. Fear has
been the principal element of worship lu lauds not
pagan.

GHOSTS HAVE BEEN SEEN,
but only In the imagination. Sonic loose branch of
a tree or door creaking lu the wind has frightened
many, lu graveyards ghosts have been conjured
up.ghosts of luncy. l'o what extent nave the
mysteries of nature, the phosphorescences of the
sea, comets, earthquakes, cyclones, thunder and
iigntnmg been used to work upon the fears and im¬
aginations of men. The glory of God has been
given to demons. Earth, air and water have been
peopled with evil spirits. Base superstition has
taken the place ol worship. The extent to which
knowledge has counteracted such debasement was
the next point. Misease. contagtsn, pain, famine,
storm, flood, atmospheric phenomena, comets and
eclipses are no longer viewed as the work of demons.

(ion's VOICE EVERYWHERE
Is heard In them, saying. "Be of good cheer, for it is
1." They should -nun the courses of evil and trust
God, who never acts conspicuously. We can de¬
pend upon Ills laws, all of whlcu aim at good. lie
dwell with marked eloquence noon the universality
of God's voice aud the teachings it earned with li.
The

misri FAMINE
was only a voice to that peojdc to leave whiskey
clone and live truer and better lives. That was a

Btrpnge spectacle In the British Parliament wtien a
day ot lasting and piayer was appointed and ihey
besought God to "remove His naud." These
were their very words; but while in the very
midst of their beseechlngs a stench came, waited
up irom the Thames, so permeating, so odlou-, so
deathly, that they had to drop their hands raised lu
prayer and hurry away to the pure air to save them¬
selves from being asphyxiated.

OOP NEVER UEARS TRAYERS
such as this. His laws ure un hangeable. If we
would keep contagion away from our city we must
keep our sireels clean and obey the laws of health.
Praying would do no good, lie enforced ibis point
wi n numerous Illustrations showing that men must
accommodate themselves to Mod's laws, and that He
will not change Ills laws to accommodate them.

TRI'ST BANISHES t EAR.
Not a thing in God's universe is calculated to

cxctte fear. The life principles he proceeded to show
applied lo our religion, .'some ministers preached
from their pulpits that It would not do to pay too
much attention to science as it led to materialism.
No such thing. Science means simply knowledge.
The more knowledge a man has the nearer he
should be to God. As he looks at the stars and
knows the laws by which they are kept in motion,
as ne studies uatura In all us asjiects, as he dives
deeper into the mysteries of creation, the
more he sees of the power and omni¬
presence ol God. V, hat is religion f How
often ihls qucsilun is asked, and how many
aud various aretue replies some are told to count
their beads, to tear their hair, to rend their gar¬
ments, to do penance lu multitudinous ways.
Home hide thomseive- m convents and In the caves
and mountains of the caith. Some starve them¬
selves. GOfl wants no such thing. God has made
tills world a \ orld of beauty, and He would have His
creatures eujoy lis gold« u sunshine aud flowers and
glorious pomp ol llelu and woodland, aud the
matchless majesty ot the sea. He don't want any¬
body to starve and look lean and lank. Ail this
Is wrong. We should have strong bodies and
healthv minds, an I then we are better fluel to
worship God. There is no uoubt of the

EXPERIENCE 01 HELIUMS',
of which so much mystery is sought to be made.
There should oe no fear but in transgression. Break
off iniquities, arul all the voices or God lmrio theui

ee». Int>e of good cheeY In reagiou, as in nature, God
works hv laws. Jt is no chance work. They should
build religious character on the lock, and Christ
tells us no storm can shake it. Tuey must wait lor uo
marvels, no mysteries. Do the urst duty; bear the
first cross. If your temper Is violent restrain It.
Feed the hnugry; clothe the naked. Tilts is reli¬
gion.this Is Us experience. A joy follows it inde¬
scribable. True religion consists In keeping Cod's
Jaw. Christ works In us to will and to do. ana we
must work out our own salvation.

KV1L SPIRITS THK11E ARF t
but they come of indigestion, late suppers, reading
exciting novels. There w as never a ghost stood
before a man. If any of them would ever see oue
all they have got to do is to walk straight up to It,
and It wnl disappear; and if it did not leave at once
let him know Jt. Finishing this topic of his dis¬
course, he showed how God held out hope to every
trusting soul. Above the darkest cloud was the
cteir sky. Out of our afflictions came good. It was
theirs to make life a duty, to make it glorious, to
crown it with splendid endeavor and more splendid
achievement. They should rejoice they were under
such a God. They coald trust Him now, trust Htm
through all their lives, trust Illm through all the
coming cestui les.

INSTAM,AT ION EXERCISES.
It was announced that, the installation of himself

us pastor of the church weuid take place
«m Wednesday next, at half-past soven, at
the church. According to the programme
as announced tlic-e exercises promise to he
of unusual Interest. 1'robaoly so many distin¬
guished clergymen wore never invited to ono
council. Their names include all the representa¬
tive Congregational clergymen in ihc country. The
Rev. \V. H. 11. Murray, or Button and of Adirondack
janie, will preach the installation sermon. Rev. J.
K. ItHukia, of Washington, I». C., the post clergman;
Dr. John Todd, or PUisfleld, Mass., whose name has

ftcena household word lor yiq iftsl hi# vohMtf/.

nnd Henry Ward Beechor. will participate In (lie
exercises. It w is alto announced that on next
Friday evening tho pews of the church will be
rented, the church be ng opou from seven to nine
r. m. tor ttus purpuae.
Attor the utMve notices the *Zeroises tcrmlnntcd

in tho usual way, by on Impressive prayer, sitiglug
iiuil benediction.

CUIK ill OF TtiE MESSIAH.

"Tlic Whole /triii >r ul («od".!lcv. Dr. flep-
woitb mi the t'hrlmluii Soldier's Main.
No Flam (or Cowards or (.awnurds in the
Celestial le sions.
Kev. George II. llepwortb, tho pastor, delivered a

highly attractive discourse last evening at the
Church of the Messiah, Park avenue and Thirty-
fourth street, taking as ills subject "The True
Soldier of the Cross." A select and numerous con¬
gregation was in attendance, and the interior ol this
neat and cosey church edifice was marked by a

cheery and pleasant aspect that was lai'sell a fea¬
ture of the evening's service.

Air. Hepworth's text was taken from Rphestans,
vl., 13."The whole armor of God." He began by
saying what a wonderful sermon is this which the
philosophic apostle writes to the Epheslans, It Is
short, but full of salient points. If you read it ouce
you remember it forever. Tho modern sermou Is
scholastic and full of abstractions. The sermons of
Christ and Paul Ucul with the simple business of
every-day life. Their teachings are not an exhibi¬
tion of their scholarship but of their wisdom. Their
only aim was to teach men and women to live bettor
lives, and tUey both give us the impression that
even God Himself is very solicitous on this subject,
so they hot li talk In such simple phrase that the
poorest In the crowd can understand. When I was
younger i used to irv to show in every sermon that I
had read a great many books. My idea of a sermon
was that it should never, umlcr any circumstances,
excite u smile, but rather that it should show that I
was a hard student, ho

ALL MY HKAKEItS WENT TO SLEEP
pretty regularly. Now 1 have discovered that the
sawdust oi philosophy is not the material out of
which good sermons are made. To preach success¬
fully one must t .la of tho every day experiences of
his people an show how they cau be beau ilied and
transfigured by a consecrated heart.

ht. Paul's sermon is of litis kind. He lived In times
when waging war was a business or every people.11c had hiiuself heeu proud of his horsemanship, of
his courage and of his dexterity in the use ot tho
spear. Ho saw all around him ambitious young
men who were preparing tor the tented Held, who
were trying on their armor, testing their strength
ami their swords, and at once he seizes unonihe
fact as an illnstrai ton of a spiritual truth, llosays,
"1 es, you need to have armor, for you must light
many a hard battle, iiut the soul must have its
panoply as well as the body. You want the shield of
laitli us well as

'Jill! SHIELD OF BULL'S HIDE,
the helmet ot salvation as well as tnc helmet of steel,
and. in a word, you must pur on the wuole armor
of God li you are to win the pea! victory on the real
battle held." There is a wonderful ring to these
words. Though we may not in these peaceful days
appreciate i heir vigor, tltey must have had a pecu¬
liar significance in tuese old days of military pageant
aiui show.
Now, there are three kinds of soldiers in the battle

ol lite. These are.tlrst, traitors, men who have no
respect for anybody but themselves and who are
wining to sell honor and virtue lor worldly advan¬
tage. These men are not so numerous us we are
sometimes told. 1 have only pity for tliem. l or a
really bad man there is no happiness, and no one
knows it better Uian he does himself. To feel mat
you are so weak that you wl l sacrifice a point ol
nonor for money or position is to be utterly and
hopelessly miserable. 1 liave seen a great many men
who wete bad, out i never yet saw one wiio In his
In art ol hearts did not condemn Bimself v> it it u bit¬
terness winch lar exceeded the severe criticisms of
others. Second.there are neutrals, men who make
no professions of goodness and w ho think this an
excuse for all they do. 1 can get on with

A POSITIVELY BAD MAN,
but I have no patience with indifference, fn politics
one may be a neutral, but lu religion this is impos¬
sible. 1 would rather hear a man deliver a terrible
mvuctlve than to see him simply shrug his shoul¬
ders. Third.there are loyal soldiers, mea who are
fighting under their own flag, wiio leet that they
have enlisted "for tue war,'' und who are willing to
submit to the proper discipline and to suffer the
necessary hardships, Hoping at length to receive the
approbation of meir commander.
Those ol us who have reached middle life know

full well that it is no easy thlag to do exactly what
is right, one must engage In a severe struggle not
only with the temptations which meet him at every
turn, but al&o with the fury of his owu pass'.oiis,
with the struggle of his own temper, and with his
ever present inclinations to shirk his duty, if a man
can coutrol himself he Is " master of the" situation."
This is the real light. Aud if you are to be

A SUCCESS! UL SOLDIER
you must not only have very distinct notions of vlr-
iue. but you must aiso act up to them. Many a inau
has a good theory of life who practices his Uleory
very rarely. You ought to belong to some Christian
church: you ought to take, deliberately, aud with a
prayerful determination to be true to it, the great
oatn of allegiance; you ought to put on the uuiiorm,
aud le feel tlie responsibility which goes with it. t
do not meati by this to persuade you to join my
church, or to accept my creed, but I do insist upon
the necessity of Joining some church and accepting
some creed. All t'lu isilan churches are ways and
means by which heaven is reached. 1 don't know
that any one is better (ban any other, but 1 do know
that it is an immense safeguard lo belong to a
Christian organization, and to feci that your name
is inscribed on the roll. Put on the armor, und, hav¬
ing done so, be true to it.

CHURCH OF IHE IUA\SIi',U>ATIO.Y.

The Church Ediflee.Recent Improvements.
The Wormhlpper>.The Foundling Hospital.
Discourses by the Kev. Futhera Traiuor nod
Martin*
At the head of the "Five Points," one block north

of Chatham square, stands a temple of wcrshtp with
unpretending exterior, but neat and impressive. It
Is a Catholic church, planted in the midst or a dls-
tnct which was until recently one ol the most noto-.
rlous in the city for crime and vice. The clergy at-
tachcd to this little edifice liavo for many years
struggled with the demons of rapine and bloodshed
that stalked around among their dock for a genera¬
tion like rabid wolves in a sheepfold. The aspect of
the district is that of

POVERTY AM) WRETCHEDNESS,
and nothing short of a consciousness of the divinity
of i he Gospel they preached could have nerved those
zealous ineu to action agalust the horrors that sur¬
rounded them. Five years ago the Church of the
Transfiguration resembled within a deserted ruin;
the walls were bare; rickety, time-worn seats were

provided for the worshippers, and few, if any, sym¬
bols of religion met i he eye, and there was little to
attract the presence ol the seeker for the consola¬
tions of religion.
The scene is changed to-day. Through the inde¬

fatigable exerilons of the pastor, Rev. Father
Traiuor, some eighty-five thousand dollars have
been raised in the district and throughout
tne diocese, and the amount applied towards
the furnishing and embellishment of the church,
which now looks neat and fitted for the end for
which It was designed. Oneacu Sabbath 7,ooo souls
worship here. But some details require still to be
looked alter, as tney doubtless will at an early day.
The mnslc Is furnished b.v au instrument which Pro¬
fessor Crell, the performer, designates by the name
of an organ, but

THE DAYS OF ITS USEFULNESS
are well nigh past.
A very efficient volunteer choir gave selections

from several standard masses. Miss Alice Mc-
Gowan's rendering o: the o Saluktria and Agnus
Dei were listened to with breathless uttenuon. She
was assisted bv Misses. Smyth and Finn. Rev.
Father Keenan sung a mass in canlu unassisted.|
Kev. Father Martin, of St. James' church, preached

the sermon, taking Ms text from Matthew xxii.,
H7-40."Jesus said unto them, thou ahalt love the
Lord thy God with all toy heart, and with all thy
soul, and with all thy mind; this is the first and
great commandment, and the second is like unto
this, thou shalt love thy neighbor as thvsclf. On
these two commandments hang all the law and the
prophets."
The reverend gentleman commented In feeling

language on the errors ana vicissitudes of human
existence, beginning with the first dawn of reason
and terminating In the grave. He deplored the du¬
plicity 01 purpose and Hie selfishness which makes
man a loe to man, and reierred to the Godlike
career of the Savleur us a fitting example
to be copied by the Christian on his journey to eter¬
nity. He congratulated Ids hearers on their beingI
within the bosom of the true Church, and on their
sitieiy from the roaring of the tempestuous billows
which encounter tne wanderer looking for a religion
with

A BIBLE IN nis HAND,
and doubt and despair on his brow. He referred to
tne sacraments of tne Churcn as rivers of graee, aud
warned his congregation to fear God and keep his
commandments, bearing !u mind the words of the
Psalmist, "God lias not dealt thus with every
nation."
At the conclusion of the services the pastor, Rev.

Thomas Tratrior, delivered a short address.
He thanked his people for their labors In beliair of

his own church, and requested their attention for a
moment to a charity that should receive tnelr sup¬
port. He referred to

THE FOUNDLING HOSPITAL.
At a time when vice and crime laid Its victims at

the doors of tho institution founded by those sclf-
snerlflclng ladles, the Sisters of Chanty, it was a

duty to step forward and encourage and support
them in their work. It Is not sectarian, It Is the
work of humanity, to rush to the rescue of a fellow
beiug, though that being be an infant in a cradle,

DEPOSITED BY BEJEWELLED HANDS
without a dollar left for its support.
On Thursday next he would march to the fair now

being held In the Fourteenth street Artnory for the
benefit »r tills charity, and he expected each mem¬
ber of the congregation to do his duty. The reverend
gcaj^emau jtpVWWt Uiftt VM. WevUKfHteX*. M.

'cI0<"k. Arch»ilnnop MoCloskev would admlnls-

. c-^iUou
°f couUrmuUon tu children of

ST. MARK'S CHIRCII.

The Bishop of Nebraska and iho Indians.
Abolishing Bigamy and Efttublishlng Cliri«-
Uun Alarrlngeo.What Haa Bean Done and
la To He Hone Among Tbeni.
The splendid though antique lltiJo church of St.

Mark was yesterday morning well filled by its ortho¬
dox congregation to whom It hud been announced
during the pust week that the Right Rev. R. n.
Clarksou, Rishop of Nebraska, would address them
upon bis experience with the Indians in the far
West and sum up to them tho great and beneficial
results of his labor among those benighted tribes.
Too much cannot be said in favor oi the excellent
manner in which the musical and vocal parts ot the
service were conducted, and though tne choir at this
church Is small numerically It is, nevertheless, a

powerful and well trained body, and tends greatly
to elevate the character of the ceremonies of tne
church.
The earlier portions of tho service being con¬

cluded by the pastor and curate of the church, the
Rishop proceeded to address the congregation, se¬

lecting for the subject of his discourse tho words
from Mlcab, lv., 8:."Aud tliou, o tower of the
ilock. the stronghold of the daughter of ZIon, unto
thee shall it come, even the first dominion." There
were none, said tho Rishop, connected with the
church of Christ who did not desire that wherever it
was plunted on earth It shoull flourish and expand
its fields ol operations and show to the world that It
was based upon ever-living principles and built up
by the blood of martyrs and those who had gone
lonh lor its 11 rat establishment; moreover tint it
was a tower ol strength, which could bo removed by
none but God. lu tho

'

DIOCESE OP NEBIU.8KA,
away gut in the West, whlttier the Church Conven¬
tion had appointed lain, over a terri.ory half us
large as Europe, through which the Pacific Railroad
now luiis, an immense* Haiti of tubor was onoue.i
up and tue opporiuuities oi working auiong the peo-
pie there bad been seized by them to a great extent
ihey Had tried to place liulo churches all over this
vast dominion; tlioy bad sent missionaries to ev#rv
part for winch they could obtain travelling facilities

during the past few years they had built
twenty pew churches; tney hud t wenty-one laymen
engaged and twenty-eight clergy; live public schools
bad also been buld atidtbe means of tuition afforded
them; and iliougn ho wished to speak oniy lu u
spirit oi truthlulnezs and apart from auv
vain boosting, he could not avoid expressing
Ins conviction thut God bad blessed their effort,
more than those of other Christian denominations
by placing Uieui in advance and giving tliem
encouragement beyond contemplation. *cw per¬
sons visited those regions west of tile Missouri river
and it was thereiore no wonder that pcopla knew so
litue about them. 1 or the las. four years then* plan
had been to g.> forth under the strength afforde I
them by God and pull dowu the strongholds of sin
aud endeavor to bulid up churches wherever It was
practicable; but it was not always possible to in-
augurato full services, and consequently thov ba.l
adopted what he called a Prayer Rook pioneer ser¬
vice, wtitcu tue missionaries louud to answer ad¬
mirably. Rut God alone knew the many diilicnliii's
that beset them in their endeavors away out In that
uncultivated region, and ile alone knew thi respon¬
sibility attached to such a work in making the
Church ho.u its own against all oppositmu.
There were a great many churches already noblv

manned between the Pacific and tbo Missouri, aud
he toll assured that they would compare favoraslv
in their part towards Leaching these fifty millions of
people oi America. He was well aware that tue in¬
habitants lu Lite Western parts could lorm no Idea
oi tne splendortu the coustructtou and flitmg up or
the churches lu these Eastern cities; much less did
they know of the gorgeously dressed congregations
who frequent ihem (rem .Sabbath to Sabbath: but
he averred that, with all this Eastern splendor and
magnificence, greater earnestness was wanting, and
that he lound among bis own congregation, it was
good te wit ness the reality of one of their simple
unostentatious Prayer Rook services. Rut he did'
not ask lor assistance to meet old bonds and de¬
bentures ialliug due and broken down treasuries*
but he asked for further and more effective mission¬
ary aid. and the assisiance by their pravers and
means te enable ibem to lay bold of the golden op-
portunities presented to them In forwarding the
great work of the Church of Christ en earth. One
of the greatest features in their work was the task
of elevating the condltiou of the

VARIOUS TKiuES OE INDIANS
existing within their diocese on the Missouri, and
their endeavors at civilizing aud raising them out of
I!'*1"', stale of darkness aud heathen sin.
President Grant had shown himself worthy or tne
Importance of ins oillce as regarded the state of tho
Indians in flinging off the fetters ot party, and In
ordering that all persons connected with stations on
the Pacific Railroad on Indian territory and where
Indians weubl be likely to abound Hhouid be men of
known Christian principles, and that all employes
should endeavor to assist in the secular and spiritual
education of the Indians in tbelr respective locali¬
ties. In thus acting President Grant had shown
how easy a matte. It was to raise himself out of

THE DIRTY I'OOI. OF POLITICS,
and exhibited a spirit of Christianity and love for
Ins fellow man. want a splendid testimony this
was for a government to set forth to the world, aad
what a glorious sunshine It was for the Church I
There were "5,000 ludiau Inhabitants lu the diocese
of Nebraska, and the government had given Ins
church all the agencies to deal with them. All these
Indiuns asked was to be tannin the ways of civilized
nations. They have established two mission houses
live Indian chapels; they had three Indian converted
preachers, and several students were now
preparing for the ministry; they lud trans-
Iattfd the Prayer Rook and part or the
Scriptures Into iheir own language and were
lound to be tractable una ready to adqulre. Out of
the entire Indian population of 75,000, 15,oo0 of
them attended the various service. If such a com¬
parison.twenty per cent or the wnole- could be
made with the city of New York there would be
200,000 attendants at the churches.a far greater
number, lie was sorry to say, that at present at-
tended divine service.

IIIIJASIY AMONG 1NDIANR
was nearly abolished. He bad lately married the
renowned chief Warhrusliaw, according to the rights
of tne Episcopal Church, and at least two thousand
others had ottered to be married over again uuuer
the same conditions afforded by the Church
Since the introduction or churches and civiliza¬

tion among the liidiuus he could see they no longer
retained that ferocious stare and apparent hatred
to the white man as formerly; they had assumed a

quieter and more peaceful aspect; they no longer
lived by 'he chase but tilled the land and sowed aud
reaped, as many ol their white neighbors did. In
a few years, concluded the Bishop, our health and
meaus will have pas. ed from us, but the Church of
GoJ will remain and flourish, and whether worship
is celebrated m the gorgeous churches ol tne past
or in the more humble edifices of the West the work
will go on. Nebraska was but a spiritual empire in
embryo, but he trusted the people of this city would
assist them lu periecting her institutions aud m
lurtiienug the work of Christ.

tuuiui of the stmtgexs

A liargc Coiicresatioii."Taking ibe Stone
Irotn tlie Grave".Sermon by Kev. |>r.
Deem*.
A! the Church of Hie Strangers yesterday fore¬

noon there was an immense congregation gathered
to hear Dr. Deems discourse 111 his usual eloquent
and impressive manner. Every seat in the entire
house was occupied, and the aisles were literally
packed and jammed with stools and chairs, which
were occupied by eager and attentive listeners. The
sermon, a most excellent one, was from the text.
"Take ye the stone away," to be found in John xi.,
39. The congregation were reminded that wnen
Jesus came to the sepulchre of Lazarus li was closed
with a stone, and when the Lord commanded that
it be rolled away Martha ohloctcd, but Jesus per¬
sisted. The following lessons were drawn from
this:.
First.God never performs an unnecessary act.

We know God in Jesus. The poet has said, "Look
thro' nature up to nature's God." But no man ever
did It. Paul's Idea In Romans i. Is that the luvisible
things of God are clearly seen from the creation of
the world, because God has shown that whion may
be known of Uim. Nature seems to bo the outside
and

JK8CS THE INSIDE OF ROD.
We lcaru the heart and Intellect and ways of God

bv an open-hearted study of the heart and Intellect
and ways of Jesus. Jesus never did an unnecessary
thing. So far as we can discover he hud ulmighty
power. It was delegated or intrinsic. If delegated,
would he not sometimes have made a display for the
gratification of himself or of his rrienrls r Does the
history of the world show any man so gloriously
continent and self-controlling? Then God does
nothing that is unnecessary. Again, the Heavenly
Father never does directly what he can do by others.
He has human children like Htm. He sets them
down amid the facts and acts of the universe. He
gives wood, stone, coal, Iron and brains. He does
not build houses and roads for them. Noah was
hammering at the ark a hundred years. God could
just as well have built the ark; but he mane Noah
do it. and gave him directions, because Noah could
not have discovered the [dimensions bv ihe light of
nature. It is so lu religious airuirs. Mail's
agency precedes God's woriclng. Man cannot
bring the dead to lire, but he can roll the stone
away. Becauso of ihls permanent law let us con¬
sider some of the stones. First.There is indiffer¬
ence. The man Is not stupid nor specially bad. lie
Just don't think about the spiritual worm. Indiffer¬
ence may be produced by

THE EVERLASTING BREAD QUESTION,
the stain on the inun to make a livelihood; or, if on
»iilK M9YV- (bit MM WfitfctlttQA tit iradfi has w-

grossed mm: or he may be In n cold clime. No warm

religions Meads sre stoat him. He is (Natav.
Freezing mea want to sleep. but you pinch and
]>u!l your friend, run your knifo Into him if ueceg.
sai v.anything but let him sleep. bleep is death.
To take awav this stoDe of indifference you must
show your friends that you are in quick sympathy
with the HuiiiUwl world. Another stouo is scepti¬
cism. Men doubt; they do not deny. They only
question. What must thoy do? If they go to Irreli¬
gious irlends tUoy doiut care fortlie.se things, and If
to those who are religious they are more afraid of a

sceptic than ol a sinner. All that seemed very
wrong to the Doctor. Ho said, in substance:. If
any such are among mv people let iheui come t» me.
1 inuv not be able to dissipate the mists, but I can
assure them of sympathy. I liavo a fellow feeling
lor such a soul. M.vsclf the sou of a minister, also
entering the ministry early, early married and the
father ot boys, I have covered my heart often and

I'OUOHT TUB BHBCTRI'.S IN TUB IIAltK,
so that every inch of truth 1 stand on seems to mo
to be conquered territory, ull tho more prized be¬
cause secured by sileut battles not easily and
clu nply won. Le' us not crush tho bruised reed nor
quench the smoking llax nor leave a brother in a
tomb buried alive when ho is struggling to come
forth. Another stone is unbelief m Christ because
of un belli flu Christiana, l'ew men are logicians.
Jesus said. "Hy ihelr fruits ye shall know them".
not "It".hypocrites, not Christianity. But let us
not give an occasion. An appeal was made to
Christian employers who had no care for the souls of
their clerks. The Doctor painted tne ploturo oi a
mother off in New Kugland or the South or West,
whose boy desires to lie a merchant. She will not
let him go to New Yi.rx. But at last, by correspon¬
dence, he secures a place In your house. Ills mother
Is delighted because she knows you are a member of
the church. But you work him within an inch of his
lire; you give hlui no time lor prayer meeting; you
never invite htm to church. He must have somo
recreation. You have made htm lose faith m Chris¬
tians, so that ho cannot gain faith in Christ. He
goes from bail to worse until he robs you, and then
you wake up to the cuse arid throw him In jail, uud
he is ruined and his mother dies heart-broken. Who
killed themy You,

YOU BAPTIZED MURDERER,
you I Instead of this, dear brother, tuke tho stone
uway. Tim last "stoic" mentioned was sinful
habit. Intemperance, especially, was said to be in
"the way, and lite Doctor begged his people to ope-
rule widely for the promotion of teuii>crunce us pre¬
paratory to the Gospel. Finally, (here are two ways
or komg to ilic grave ol our beloved.with Jesus
and without Jesus. 11 without Jesus we can bring
forth the dead bedy. but wbut satisfaction Is that?
Let us go wall Jesus, and He will bring forth i lie
brother and restore him.

ATlKRIiW HIE CHURW.

Itcpentnnee ami Submission.Louis Napoleon
and the French People.Sermon by Hot.
ChHrlra H. Huiyth.
Tlio attendance at this church yesterday was much

larger than usual, and the sermon preached by the
Rev. C. U. Smyth, which was highly interesting, was
listened to with maiked attention. Aler sorno In¬
troductory remarks the reverend gentleman took
his text from Revelations U, 4-5."Nevertheless, I
have somewhat against thee; because thou hast left
thy first love. Repeat, therefore, and do the first
works, or else I will come unto thee quickly and will

REMOVE TIIE CANDLESTICK
out of his placu, except thou repent. The preacher,
after commenting on the lucreuse of the congrega¬
tion, said he would consider, Hist, the several state¬
ments In the text in the order In which they are
made; secondly, the principle of the Divine govern¬
ment involved therein. Every person, wiiatever
excellencies he possesses, is sure to have some de¬
fect. There never were but two perfect men In the
world.Adam, before the fall, who was made In the
likeness of God, and Jesus Christ, "the Becond
Adam," who never slnucd.

AMONG THE ANCIENT GREEKS AND ROMANS
the law was such that a husband had full power
over ins wife, and could dismiss lier at any time,
thus leaving his "first love." Such conduct was not
In accordance with Christian precept, which per¬
mitted a dlvorcoj lor one cause ouly, which our

Saviour has distinctly specified, and it serves well
to illustrate the enormity or the ortcnce committed
by any professor of religion who renounces Christ
and backslides from tlio Joyful experiences which
result In tuo incipleucy of his religious career from
his loving and laithfulfy serving Christ. The only
remedy for his detection is taut prescribed In the
text, "Remember, repent aod do the first works."
Those who

TAKE THIS PRESCRIPTION
will be restored. Those who do not will be pun¬
ished. "1 will come unto thee quickly," Ac. We
find involved lu these words also, as we intimated,
a principle of the Divine government, one which Is
applied to Individuals, communities and nations.
viz., from those who have great privileges and do
not Improve them God takes theui away. Under this
bead be dwelt upon the application of the principle
to individual meuibers of churches and those of
society, to those of organized communities and of
nations, and under the last particular rclerred at
some length to

THE CASE OF I.OUIS NAPOLEON,
and the French nation. The French, bo said were a
remarkable people; very versatile, keen in intellect,
enthusiastic, energetic uud brave. Home of the
most brilliant Jignts that liaa ever shone in the
world had been Frenchmen. At one lime France
bid fuir to become a leading nation m advancing
Christian civilization, and promoting truth and
righteousness; but unfavorable circumstances
created a persecution oi those who took the lead,
and the infidel rulers who subsequent,y gained
power put to death in the most cruel manner the
adherents of the Catholic Church, and no sign of
national repentance for such crimes had yet been
seen. Now, the people seeiued to be demented.
They act as If

REASON HAP TAKEN HER FLIGHT
from their midst, and they were left to be a prey to
the most fearful national destruction, as tlio result
of their own foiiy. As with nations so with their
rulers. The present Emperor of the French, now a
prisoner in a foreign land, had done more for the
interest and glory of France than any monarch
which she had had for centuries. At the com¬
mencement of his reign he was called "a fool" and
treated by many with soorn and contempt,
but it was aot long till lie had secured the respect of
all nations,and the universal acknowledgment that
he was tne greatest statesman and diplomatic, of
his dav. He sepured alliances for France which had
been deemed impossible, and raised bis country to
the highest point of glory. Conscious of these :acts
lilmscil be became

INFLATED WITH PRIDE,
and In his self-sufficiency declared a war which has
thus far proved ta be the ruin of himscir and his
country. But there is a star just above the horizon
which" seems to harbinger a brighter day for him.
Who knows but m his moments of retirement and
solitude at Wllhelmshtihe he "remembers" his faults,
mourns over them and is preparing to do better lu
the future, and the signs which Indicate bis coining
restoration may also be taken as evidences of Ills re¬

pentance. The conversation reported to have taken
place recently between him and the correspondent
of a certain

DisTiNorisnKn daily journal
of this city plainly shows thai he has not qnite lost
all hope; the words "we know not what may be in
tuc future," taken in the connection in which they
stand show thut his restoration to the Tuilerles ap¬
pears to his mind a possibility to say the least. The
t rench people, by their personal Jealousies, suspi¬
cions and divisions, and the consequent anarchy
which prevails, have shown themselves to be inca¬
pable of a republic. They do not possess
the quallllcations necessary to a people to govern
themselves. Napoleon Is on terms of personal
lnendshln with the British monarch, also with the
Italian, and the manner of his surrender and his
conduct since must have created a friendship lor
him in

THK BOSOM OF THE PRUSSIAN MONARCH.
The crowned heads of Kuropc generally, aud, In¬

deed, all persons who have a preference for law
and order above anarchyjand confusion, would de¬
sire to see him on tnc ttirone of France again, even

though he did hold the reins tight. Better hold a

tight rein titan let the steed run mad. unchecked.
The preacher concluded by urging upon lits hearers
a searching personal application ol the words of the
text to themselves.

TRISITY BETHODIST EPISCOPAL CHIRCH*

The llnmifth Church on In I<bu 1>ob».Ser¬
mon by the Krv. I)r. Olin.

The frequenters of the above cburcli were yes¬

terday attracted in considerable numbers by the an-

nouncement that l)r. Olin, of BlngDamton, N. V.,
would discourse divine truths at half-past ten
o'clock A. M. The reverend gentleman has a pleas-
ing, well-toned voice, which he uses with consider¬
able tact, and which, if on tne stage, would get for
him fair notoriety. He preaches with a view to hign
dramatic effect, which would be more suitable for
the character of the Cardinal In "Hlchclieu" than
the unostentatious pulpit of a Methodist church.
Alter the usuul services had beeu gone through the
reverend doctor took his text from Ephc-
slans xi., 12."That at that time ye were

without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth
of Israel and strangers from the covenants 01 pro¬
mise, having no hope, and without Cod in the
world." These words were addressed by Paul to
tne Epheslans, who, previous to their conversion,
had been Gentiles and aliens from the fold of Christ.
They fully show the position of people who were
outside tne pale of Christianity in those days, "hav¬
ing no hope." The Jews, once the chosen people of
God, were arrogant and reserved, not at all anxious
or willing that any except themselves should par¬
take or the divine blessings showered down npon
them. The Geutiles were outside all the covenants
made by God with the Jews; they had no rights of
their own; they were

I.OOKEI) ON AS DOOS,
whom It was quite allowable to persecute, whoso
property was always at the mercy of their rulers.
Often, very often, did the malice, treachery and
envious hatred of that, accursed race, the
Jews, lead them to perpetrato acts of cruelty

WWft wwfl..

humanity run cold and make Bhnddering
Christians say to themselves, .?can these ho the
chosen people or God T" Romanism In uio present
age is parallel to the Jewish rule la olden times. It
usHuuies to itself the only and divine religion, but
Humanism is only a religion of very little light and
a great deal of darkness. The very doctrines It pro¬
fesses are calculated to make atheists of men. Take
any country where that religion flourishes, what im¬
measurable gloom and despair reigns supreme I
Fram e, Spain and Italy. Compare these countries
with any laud whero

FBOTJMTANTIHM IS TUB RUXING RELIGION,
and what aro the results t Wealth, Industry and In¬
telligence on the one hand; coniusiou thrice con¬
founded, poverty and depravity on the other. For
Instance, England, Germany and l'russia. in tuat
great contest which is now raging between "Pro¬
testant Prussia" on one side anil "Catholic France"
on the otUer the result is plain and sure. For
never has

THE Biff.LET OP ROMANISM
been aimed at the l'retcstaut strongholds but tho
shot recoiled on the head or the shooter. Long before
the present Illustrious "William" Hut ou tho throne
or Prussia was the fidelity of that kingdom to the
true religion proven. Jn the dark ages ills ancestors
espoused tho cause or enlightened and religious
liberty, throwing off ttie trammels of a bigoted
und exacting power wltlcii emanates from that
source of all evil and discord, the Fee of Rome.
The dark ages ol the world have gone by; conse¬
quently the power of Home decreases every day,
und each stride of civilization forward is u stride
downward for that Church, wtilcn has gulled the
world by bigotry and fanaticism for ages.

ST. PATRICK'S CATHEDRAL.

Sermon by Rev. Father Htarrs.The Rewards
of Faith.

The ceremonies of the Catholic Church inspire a
sense of the beautiful In art. Tills is shown by the
passion of the people of Catholic countries for
artlBtic pursuits. It may be asserted, the abovo
being the case, without impugning the religious
feeling of the members of the congregation
of Bt. Patrick's Cathedral, that this sense
of the beautiful, which is gratified by the music at
this church, is also a cause of the large attendance
thereat. Yesterday, while the hearing sense was

being gratified, the scene presented In the church
was one most pleasing to the eye. The sunlight,
struggling through the stained gloss windows,
flecked the assemblage with tho beautiful tints
It had imbued Itself with in the pass-
age, producing, with the many-colored raiments,
of the ladies, the red and white cassocks and sur¬

plices of me ucolytes and the gold embroidered
vestments of the priest, a pict ure such as would de¬
light and inspire a painter. Rev. Father Starrs,
Vicar General of the diocese, delivered

THE SERMON
upon the lesson of the gospel of tho day.Matthew,
lx., is.JT>. lie said this gospel furnishes us with
an account of iwo signal miracles. The first was
the restoration to life of the daughter of a Jewish
ruler, und the second was the cure or a woman of a
disease irom winch she huu suffered for twelve years.
Roth were the rewards ot faith of the persona fdr
whom they were wrought. The confidence of the
poor woman to ihe power or Jesus is an Instructive
lesson to us that we should have recourse to Una In
all ailments of body and soul, tinrme our sojourn
upon earth we aro encompassed by dangers; we
are beset by sin and temptation. In this state of
things our strength Is inadequate to resistance
wiihout tue assistance of Jesus. If we leave the
right path we can only regain it witn ills aid.
Tossed about upon

THE TEMPESTUOUS BILLOWS OF LIFE,
to whom can we apply to aid us but linn f He Is
Willing to assist us. Hal should we place confidence
in auyming but Him? The woman who had faith
lu the surety of her cure of the malignant disease
by merely toucnlng the hern of His garment.see
what confidence she had in the power, the majesty
and the goodness of Jesus. In Him we live, we
move and wc exist. We can Injure ourselves by
neglecting His commandments, but we cannot in¬
jure others uuless by Ills permission. Nothing can
occur purely by cliauce. Everything Is foreseen by
the Omnipotent. We are each in a special manner

UNDER THE WING
of the immortal Heing, therefore not even Satan can
tempt us except accorded the permission of Divine
Providence. Man being placed in such a dependent
condition here, whom, therefore, should he endeavor
to please but God V Everything comes to him by
permission of the Omnipotent.

1IOW MAGNANIMOUS
Is the true Christian who believes In, and that all
things flow from, God, but not in fate! How beauti¬
ful his character! He is culm, serene and trusting
under all circumstances. He imitates the poor
woman of the gospel in the constancy of his lalth,
and, like her, Is rewarded. Let us love and Imitate
this example; let us have confidence in God, and
when wo have arrived at the end of this life's jour¬
ney we shall share the plcasaut alter lite Ho has pre¬
pared for us.
The excellent maimer In which

~1UE MUSIC
Is rendered at this church having been before stated
to be one cause of its large attendance. It Weed now
but be stated tnat Mr. Gustave Schauta is the or¬
ganist, and the choir Is composed of Madame
Chomi*, soprano; Mrs. Werner, alto; Mr. Grosohel,
tenor, and Mr. A. Soh3t, basso, to assigu a cause
therefor.

ST. THOJfAS* PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL
CBIRCH.

A Solemn Service.Senaon by fbe Rev. Dr.
Osgood.Clod tbe Foundation of All Justice.
Tiie services m this church, at half-past teu o'clock

yesterday morulng, were more than usually Impres¬
sive. The church Itself is a noble, beautiful struc-

Jure, and this remark would apply more particu¬
larly to the Interior decorations than to the exterior
appearance of the edtflce, though thai also deserves
more than a passing word of praise. The wheel
windows of stained glass have a very line eifect,
while the softened, mellowed light that falls upon
the reading desk and communion table gives those
parts of the church an aspect entirely iu harmony
with the solemn, claooraie service of the Protestant
Episcopal form of worship.
The prayers and lessons were read in an effective

manner by the officiating clergymen, and at the
mention of the holy name of Jesus the whole con¬

gregation, which was very large, completely tilling
the aisle and galleries,

BOWED THE I It HEAPS REVERENTLY,
after the custom that prevails In Catholic churches.
The congregation Includes some of the first and best
families on the avenue, and the church In which
they worship Is at once an evidence of their devo¬
tion and their taste. After tue prayers and lessons
had been concluded the ltev. Samuel Osgood, who
has not preached in a New York church for the past
eighteen months, ascended the pulpit aud de-
Uvoted an

ELOQUENT ANI) PATHETIC DISCOURSE.
In sorno passuges he was inaudible iu the gallery,

but he was undeistood to say, in substance, that the
greatest heroes and the most faithful Christians had
drawn their inspirations from the commandments
of Cod. There was no perfect original but Cod.
God was the first foundation ol all truth. Ue was
the father of all justice. Our being dated from His
creative power, and our salvation came from Ills
redeeming cross. It was common sense to look to
God In all our affairs.to look to the lacts of God's
creation.beginning with the foundation, which was
jesus Christ.perfect man.the incarnation of God.
They began their religion with faith, and, in accor¬
dance with It, they found all good tilings iu latlU.
They could do little good wltnout

TAK1NU SOMETHING FOR GRANTED.
Tlicy entered on ttiis Sunday prepared to show

what was the only foundation of faith. Cnrlstwas
the only foundation of faith; first of all, because He
was In actual possession ot the ground. Looking on
the facts of history, they must see that He was
there. What was that which thev called history
but the record of luuna* civilization and progress,
resting on and dating from Him. This was the year
of our Lord 1870, but the Turks ami Jews marked
their most Important events by the Christian
calendar. Asia nad been His portion, Europe His
kingdom, and America His mission ground. France,
Italy and Spam.God's ble sing upon th m.had
had their palmy days, when on no written tradi¬
tion was Christ'in their hearts. Christ was the
foundation of all history; all written or spoken
words expressed the eternal word that He was iu
the beginning, that He became human and dwelt
auioug ui. That was the simple fact. All human
perfect characters had drawn their

INSPIRATION FROM HIS 1II.KSSKP WORD.
The Komau Catholic, the dogmatic Calvlnist, as

well us the calm churchinan, had built tneir l'alth on
Christ's word. Great poets, In their highest illumi¬
nations of fancy, had been influenced and acied
upon by His spirit, nn 1 great men had drawn truth
from Ills great and holy words. Such was tho
actual lact, and the reason was that, us a human
exemplar, as well as Iu His divine fulness, the iruth
and spirit of God were In lllin. They believed in
the truth; they looked for the truth; but in Christ
they met the highest and most perfect Ideal of what
was true. He was the perreel sign aim type of all
truih; not only presenting Himself as the perfection
01 human character, from the bosom of the Eternal
Father, but as the son of God and the Son of Man.
As God was the supreme and perfect Father, the
supreme manifestation ol Him could only be a
supreme and periect Hon. This was iho great fact
of religion. No man who read the Gospel could
deny thai Christ was Willi them m the union and
love of His Eternal Father.In the union 01 their
eternal llle. The Spirit was there with the incar¬
nate Word. From these things tney could have

a notion of the divine kingdom,
of the society of the kingdom of God. Upon all the
considerations which tue reverend gentleman ad¬
vanced he showed that Christ was the foundation of
all trnth, and that He ought to be thero as stirli, iu
view ol the wants of tue luuire. on that foundation
all that was worth living for could be louud. lie
was the mediator, exemplar, Saviour, the same yes¬
terday. to-day and forever. When itiey said, "I be¬
lieve in God. the Maker of heaven and earth," the.v
believed in all the facts ol nature as they were shown
in revelation. If the lacts of nature belonged to
them, as Christian men, no ono should take them
away. They aid u<jt 1^jit;ye lq a reljghyu thai wa*

above nature. When they said, "Wo believe In God,
and Jesus Christ, Ilia only Hon, the holy Catholic
Church, lire everlasting anil the lorglveno-a or hIub,"
they uttered truths and trunsceaduut lucts which
were a

_ ,
CROWNING OP NATURE.

?F refer,lnK to some other topics In oonneetlOB
D'eJf ,Attl.e,ls« the new Rome and the new

1.2, J. ' t'0'1 the preacher pictured forth and«»?" °h Ju somewhat figurative language thatcould not be well heard In the gallery, he spokebriefly in allusion to women of fashion, asking newmany of those who wore Paris laatdons and warbledFrench ana had learned the lessons of true human¬ity; how many men and women were there In so-clery who did not kill the principles of eternal life fAll real refinement in society must be based uDonwhat was true. The reverend gentleman concluded
a mofft earnest discourse, the blessing was uro-
nounceu and the congregation retired from thechurch, uo doubt ediflea by all they had seen and
heard.

LYRIC HALL.

Uev. O. II. Frothlnghnin Preaches Upoa
Living Faith.

Yesterday morning at Lyric llall Mr. Frothlngham
lengthily and eloquently set forth his Ideas of the
causes of life In the dominant religions organiza¬
tions, and promulgated the principles around which
the believers lu the "new .faith" should rally. He
had lately been on a short missionary tour
to the West, and had nttered his full,
bold thought to audiences of varions kinds,
npon whom the preaching of the new faith had an
effect more or less desirable, according as they wero
sympathetic or otherwise. He had preached to them
a faith of reason;

A FAITH WITHOUT A TRINITY,
without a Christ.God; without a vicarious atone¬
ment, or mediator, or infallible Bible; without saora-
mcnt or dogma; a faith that regards this world not
as accursed, but as a place as holy and
divine as any part of God's domain; a faith
that is all sunshine and of which the sun is a symbol.
In reply it was said that his faith, however beautiful,
lofty, tender it might be, was not a living faith.
It is full of fine speculations, glorious dreams, ox.
quislte pictures, but it is not a living powor in
society. It was said you have no churches; you
have no power of cohesion; uo necessity that holds
you together; no system of Muh; no missionary; no
gospel; you have

HERE AND TUERK A MAGNIFICENT TflOtTOHT,
a suggestion pregnant with meaning, but no com¬
pact doctrine.
The Roman Catholic Church has built hospitals,

asylums, sent out Sisters ol Mercy, nuns unn priests:
Protestantism Is felt as a power for good. What
are you doing 10 make the world better? Where Is
your helping hand? A word In answer to these
questions, said the preacher.

WK BIJILl) NO CHURCnBS,
because the new laith is not at home lu ecclesiasti¬
cal surroundings. We don't want mechanism; we
want to be vuaily organized. The churches of tho
day are not organizations; they are agglomerations,
it does not concern us if wo break no; we desire it
to be so; we don't want set organizations to

OATUEU MOULD AND' CONCEAL ROT,
fulling into habits of work without any spirit. Wo
have no auihorltative system. We seek, aspire,
wait.hoping tor knowledge, not believing that we
have It. H we can make earth a little better we are
satisfied to throw out our thoughts and let them
filter through the luyers of other men's thoughts.
As to our Charities, radicalism is not rich; when it la
it will be generous. How much money Is given by
conservatives for pure charity? The great wealth
of he Catholic Church was bestowed by princes and
lords for masses to be said lor their souls. It was an
luvestment; it was

BRIBERY OF THE ETERNAL;
it was monev paid for a divine equivalent. Tho
Protestant Church says he that givoth to the poor
lendeth to the Lord. A good investment again ; the
surety ts excellent, building churches and helping
the poor is buying

TICKETS FOR TIIK BEST SEATS IN HEAVEN.
Men have not learned to be generous from simple

principle. In the meantime we disbelieve In much
that Is called cuarlty. Wo don't believe in orphan
asylums that are to make children devotees. The
charities of the Roman Catholic have pauperized the
churches where they nourished most. When we
look at the great reforms.peace, temperance, civil
rights of women.we see that the men aud women
oi the new faith lead the van; these furnish the host
ideas aud give .

COURAGE TO REFORMERS.
What makes faith.what is it? I believe that no
faith lives in its thought, idea, speculation; hut in
its purpose, Its practical object. A faith must be
rooted in the earth. 'Ihe Hebrew laith, of such tre¬
mendous power, was rooted In the idea of a
separate people.a natlou preserved In its
unity till the coining of the Messiah.
The Roman Catholic Church lias beeu intensely
living, and It lives to-day, net in its doctrines but la
Its determination to secure unity.

ONE C11URCU TllltOUCJUOl T CHRISTENDOM.
The life of tue Protestant Church is Its purpose to

bring souls to Christ. When that aim Is lost sight
of all their theology collapses. The strength of the
Quakers was In their rigorous discipline, and when
tnelr purpose was lost the inward light wont out.
Tncro is 110 living faith that lias not a living purpose.
What Is ours? Nothing will save us but a practical
purpose, lu the first place we are in earnest, aud

IN DIRECT WAR WITH DOGMA
and superstition. Wo light to thd death those mon¬
strous evils and oppressions that nominate the spirit
ann obstruct the way to the higher life. Then we
bring our strength and united effort to another
object, the ultimate object, the building of charac¬
ter.personal character. We lay all stress, not npon
bring.ng men to Christ, to Heaven.not in keeping
them out oi hell, but upon making men and women,
here and now, true, honest, simple, courageous.

WE DON'T CARE ABOUT CHURCH;
we care aboui men. We have not done much; but
we can point to men and women who are simple,
good, serene, bearing temptation with the calmest
courage. We do not need speculation; we shall 1E>*
only lu strong aud steady purpose.

CHUtCU OF ST. PAIL TIIK APOSTLE.

Sermon by Rev. II. 8. Luke on tbe Love ot
the Blessed Virgin.

It would seem to persons visiting the above-named
edifice on Sundays that It stands pre-eminently
above others of the same denomination throughout
the city in point of attractiveness. From ail parts
of the metropolis and from the cities across the
river numbers of the devotod sons of mother Church
nock to the splendid temple of the Pauilst Fathers,
in Fifty-ninth street, to pay their tribute of homage
to the living God with nil the rever*
ence and solemnity which this church and its sur¬
roundings are well calculated to excite. Yesterday
was the feast of the patronage of the Mother of God,
and the decoration of tue interior or the building
was all that could be desired. The altar was pro¬
fusely adorned with nowers and caudles, while the
nave and spacious aisle were illumined by gas jets
projecting in the form of crosses from the columns,
"casting a dim, religions light." The high mass
commenced at hair-past ten and was celebrated dj
Rev. A. Spencer. After the chanting of the first
gospel Father Lake ascended the altar, and, having
read the gospel of the day, he took his text from the
book of Ecclcsiastes, xxiv., -2A."I am

"THE MOTIlEtt OP FAIR LOVE,"
which words, he observed, expressed the spirit of
the festival. They were honoring the Blessed Virgin
Mary uuder the title of her patronage, thereby giving
testimony to the universal love she bears towards
us. Love d wells in each of our hearts. It is a divine
sentiment which even the lower creation seems to
share. The worst thing that can bo said or the devil
is that he is a being without love. And in accord¬
ance with all tills, are we not told that. God
is isve.pure, undivided love? Hence, as the
Queen of Heaven approaches nearer to God than
any other created being, she must possess a love
transcending that of others. She is a being filled
wbli love. If we wish confirmation of this truth
we have only to unfold the pages of the Divine Book
now yellow with age. Therein we behold the record
of the inspired evangelist concerning the visitation
of tne Virgin Mother so often pondered on by
devout Cat holies wneu counting their beads. By
means of that visit the child of Elizabeth wan
sanctified. It was an auspicious moment. The
Son of Man had begun to drink life from tbe blood
in her veins, and Mary's longing for silence must
have far exceeded the similar anxiety which natu¬
rally arises m a mother's breast at the sa ne period.
Nevertheless, she departed in baste, as though tue
unborn Saviour bad imparted to her the desire.
Now, since

JESUS CHOSE MARY
to sanctify the Baptist wo may conclude tbatfHe
will do iliesame in our regard. Another heavenly
picture of her love is shown us in the marriage feasl
a t Cana. A more touching instance of her affection lof
her friends can hardly be found than this in whioh
tne Queen of God's paradise is unwilling to see the
guests without wine. She was successful in suppli¬
cating her Divine Son and her love was again
crowned o.v 111m. Prominent also among the count¬
less examples of her ardent love Is that of
her presence at the foot of the cross,
li was not solely her affection for the man ot sor¬
rows and her heart-rending anguish because of His
torments thut led her sobbiug to the heights of Cal¬
vary. Her presence there would rather intensify
His sufferings and her own. But It must needs be
that her love became triumphant over her woes, an
u was the glory of her JoysC Why, then, did shega
to view His bleeding side? It was that she might

PROVE HElt LOVE FOR US
by a sacrifice of unmeasured tribulation, which, in¬
deed, slie nobly made when she was a witness to
Ills agouies. Leibnitz says that to love to
10 place our happiness In the happiness
of another. Love, therefore, may at times demand
a sacrifice. Even though it never demand one we
muv still perceive its divinity; but when it does
make a requisition it is seen most visibly. Never
does ilia heroic soldier become more patriotic and
endearing than when, lacing death upon the battle*
field, he receives tbe fatal wound and fetches nis
lust sigh on the threshold of eternity. Jt was such a
love thai stimulated the Christian martyrs to with
stand the menaces of their torturers and to lay them
down ou couches of torments. Wc kuow how
muvh yue yji wueu we ave *wue of tbat which


